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Bring Back the Singing!
The children in Reception Gracey have thoroughly enjoyed incorporating 
singing into our daily lives at school. 

Singing is fun! It also helps us to develop skills relating to; 
• Counting forwards and backwards
• Phonological awareness – Listening for sounds in words and rhymes
• Fine and gross motor skills – Linking actions to words in songs
• Executive functions – Using our working memory and joining in with a 
group
• Learning language patterns and developing vocabulary

Singing has become an important aspect of our days with many children 
requesting their favourite songs, nursery rhymes, and clapping games.
 
Singing is also an important aspect of daily devotions in Reception whereby 
children engage with songs that teach us about God’s love and grace. Some 
of our favourite devotion songs are:
• 10, 9, 8 God is Great by Colin Buchanan
• As the World Shakes by Hillsong Kids
• Burn Like a Star by Rend Collective
• Every Move I Make by Hillsong Kids

Perhaps you could do as the Receptions do and take some time to ‘bring 
back the singing’!

Psalm 100:2 
Worship the Lord with gladness; come before Him with joyful songs.

Submitted by Erin Gracey         

Upcoming Events

TERM THREE, WEEK 2

THUR 29 JULY
• School Tour 6:15pm 

WEEK 3

TUES 3 AUGUST
• Sports Team Photos

WEEK 4

THUR 12 AUGUST
• Wakkakiri 

WEEK 5

TUES 17 AUGUST
• Connected Schools Student Worship

THUR 19 AUGUST
• 9:30am School Tour

WEEK 6

MON 23 - FRI 27 AUGUST
• Book Week 



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Year 4 Lethborg   

From the Acting Principal
Welcome back to an interesting Term 3! I will be Acting 
Principal this term while Leila enjoys some sabbatical 
and Long Service Leave. Jess Robinson has joined the 
Senior Leadership Team for the term to support in 
Leila’s absence, with Mr Josh Huxtable taking on a Year 
6 classroom teaching role. 

We also welcome Merridy Nichols to Year 4, replacing 
Rebecca Mueller (moved to Queensland), and Mrs Vicky 
Miegel to Year 2, replacing Claire Sheridan (maternity 
leave), to the teaching staff. Shannen Dixon, who many 
of you would know from SPLASH, joins us as an LSO for 
the term whilst Georgia Huxtable completes her final 
teaching placement for her university degree. Shannen 
is also a fourth year teaching student but has already 
completed her final placement.

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Congratulations to Emma Brokate and her husband 
Jack, who are expecting their first child in November. 
Emma will be taking maternity leave later this year. 
I am very pleased to be able to announce that we 
have appointed Josh Huxtable to continue his Term 3 
teaching position in Year 6 until the end of the year.

COVID-19
Obviously Term 3 has not started the way we would 
have liked. But there is something about adversity that 
brings out the best in our community. The response 
of the St Paul staff over the last few days has been 
nothing short of exceptional. It has been truly inspiring 
to witness the compassionate and selfless reactions to 
each new update. We are truly blessed with amazing 
people a St Paul.  

If there are any confirmed COVID cases in our school 
community or if members of the school community 
may be required to isolate, SA Health is responsible 
for identifying and notifying any close contacts and 
providing advice to those people on treatment and/or 
self-isolation. It is our understanding that they do not 
want schools to pre-empt any decisions or action by SA 

Health by providing any information to members of the 
school community.

Updates around online learning and protocols have 
been sent to families and teachers will provide more 
detailed information.  Face to face learning will be 
facilitated onsite for the children of essential workers. If 
you require any assistance with online learning, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher. 

Please continue to read Inspire each week for up to 
date information. In particular, updates regarding 
major events will be important. The annual School 
Concert will most likely take place in a revised format, 
similar to 2020. Current density and social distancing 
requirements will mean reduced capacity in the school 
hall. As the term continues we will share up to date 
information with families around the final format.

Week 2: Grandfriends Week (Postponed) 
Week 4: Wakakirri (No new information as yet) 
Week 6: Book Week

COMPASSION AND KINDNESS
We are a school of course, but it is important to take 
a step back every now and then and remind ourselves 
we are a Lutheran School. As mentioned previously, 
the staff have truly displayed the values and mission 
of Lutheran Education this week in response to the 
current outbreak of Covid-19.

In my reading of Growing Deep, Lutheran Education 
Australia’s leadership and formation framework earlier 
this week, one phrase stood out…’Lutheran schools 
and early childhood servces are communities of hope, 
nurtured by love and forgiveness…’

Please keep this in mind as you go through this 
lockdown. At times it may seem easy to vent frustration 
and anger at people around you for decisions and 
implications which are out of their hands. But this won’t 
help. Times like these will reveal our best and have the 
potential to highlight our worst. But which of these do 
you think will get us out of this situation quickest? 

 Jason Fay |Acting Principal



From the Wellbeing Leader
OUR INSPIRE(ING) COMMUNITY PT. 1
Last term Liam Grieger and Angus Hedley-Jones were 
selected for the SAPSASA Adelaide North Eastern 
Football team. They played 9 games throughout the 
week against different teams representing areas of 
South Australia. The boys shared the following about 
their experiences

‘It was a great experience meeting lots of new people. I 
don’t really play forward or mid-field, but I got to learn 
these new positions.’ Liam Grieger

‘I’m usually a forward but I learnt how and kicked a few 
goals along the way. I also enjoyed meeting new people 
and having fun’ Angus Hedley-Jones

WELCOME MERRIDY NICHOLLS 
We welcome Merridy Nicholls to our teaching team 
as a Year 4 teacher. Merridy completed her third year 
practicum at St Paul Lutheran with Miss Tania Burgan 
and has been a regular relief teacher this year. Merridy 
grew up on a farm in the country and enjoys spending 
time with her family, especially her niece and nephew. 
She enjoys playing netball and reading. Merridy is 
excited to have her own class 
and is looking forward to 
learning with and all about the 
children. Please join us as we 
welcome Merridy to our St Paul 
Lutheran School Community.

OUR INSPIRE(ING) COMMUNITY PT. 2
A few months ago, Natasha was awarded third place 
in a Ninja Competition for her age group. Natasha was 
hoping to represent SA at the National Competition 
in Canberra in the school holidays, however because 
of the travel restrictions this was unable to happen. 
Natasha takes Ninja lessons each week and she learnt 
that she needs to preserve her energy at the start of 
her course. Natasha is now training twice a week in 
preparation for Nationals.  
 
Last term, Eliza participated in a Ninja Competition at 
SA Base Camp. There were different obstacles including 
spinning steps, rolling dice and warped wall. Eliza was 
awarded second place for her age group and will now 
be competing in Perth later this year. Please join us as 
we congratulate Eliza and Natasha! All the best for the 
upcoming National Competitions. 

MEET OUR KIMOCHI CHARACTERS

This week Elise and Lachie are holding ‘Huggtopus’ 
 
Huggtopus is full of energy and loves to have fun 
with his friends. Like his name, Huggs loves to hug. 
Sometimes Huggs gets a little silly and we learn that 
‘for silly to be fun, it has to be fun for everyone’. Huggs 
also teaches us how to wait our turn, which can be very 
tricky sometimes. Huggs is really friendly and he helps 
us to understand how to keep our ‘friendly’ the right 
size. 



Zach Gill has written and 
performed a brilliant song 
for Huggtopus - one of 
the Kimochis® characters. 
Huggtopus teaches kids 
in a gentle way - there is 
a time to be silly and a 
time to be serious. You 
can watch the video here 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ls6fHOfQnhQ 

 
 
Carly Bergen | Wellbeing Leader

From the Education Admin Leader
GRANDFRIENDS’ WEEK POSTPONED
Unfortunately, due to recent COVID events in Adelaide 
we will be postponing Grandfriends’ Week. We will 
communicate once an alternative date is set. Thank you 
for your understanding and flexibility during this time.

WEDNESDAY CHAPEL
This Term our focus is learning about Theophanies 
in the Old Testament as introduced by Mr Fay in this 
morning’s Chapel on The Garden of Eden.

Term 3 Chapels will be lead by: 
Week 2 (28/7) Year 2 Voigt Noah and the Great Flood 
Week 3 (4/8) Year 3 Burgan The Birth of Moses 
Week 4 (11/8) Year 1 Fisher Moses Flees Egypt to 
Midian 
Week 5 (18/8) Pastor Matt The Burning Bush and signs 
of God 
Week 6 (25/8) Miss Bartlett The Plagues of Egypt Part 1 
Week 7 (1/9) Year 4 Woodward The Plagues of Egypt 
Part 2 
Week 8 (8/9) Seniors Exodus and parting the Red Sea 
Week 9 (15/9) Endeavour Chaplain- Eve Mount Sinai 
and the Ten Commandments  
Week 10 (24/9) Pastor Matt Bishop Gratitude for God. 

**Please note, this is Closing Chapel will be on Friday 
morning at 9am**

Chapel will be livestreamed on our closed group on 
Facebook each week. At this stage we will not be taking 
bookings for Chapels. We will communicate when we 
are able to invite families back to these events. All 
bookings are currently on hold. 

FRIDAY ASSEMBLY 
Our host classes for Term 3 are: 
Week 2 (30/8) Year German 
Week 3 (6/9) Year 3 Fyffe 
Week 4 (Wakakirri Week) No Assembly 
Week 5 (20/8) Reception Gracey 
Week 6 (27/8) Book Week Assembly  
Weeks 7 - 10 No Assembly 
These Assemblies will be livestreamed on our closed 
group on Facebook each week. At this stage we 
will not be taking bookings for Assemblies. We will 
communicate when we are able to invite families back 
to these events. All bookings are currently on hold. 

Jessica Robinson | Education Administration Leader

General News
SRC UPDATE
This term the SRCs will be promoting positive habits 
through social-emotional learning elements in our 
school assemblies and small videos for classes to 
watch. The weekly ideas have come from a program 
called Kimochi  (Key-MO-chi) which means “feeling” in 
Japanese. This social-emotional curriculum is based 
on research that tells us a strong social-emotional 
foundation is necessary for school success, academic 
achievement, positive social relationships and the 
development of emotional competence. 

The Kimochis® curriculum is designed to give children 
the knowledge, skills and attitudes they need to 
recognise and manage their emotions, demonstrate 
care and concern for others, establish positive 
relationships, make responsible decisions, and handle 
challenging situations constructively. 

The SRC will be using a combination all three of the 
Kimochi tools. Below is a brief explanation of the three 
elements:
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OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

1. There are five Kimochis® characters. Each character has a 
different personality and temperament just like us! Each character has a 
communication strength and challenge.  
 
2. The Kimochis® Keys to Communication provide the communication 
tools to help children learn how to listen openly, make good choices, 
be willing to speak in respectful and responsible ways and be open to 
negotiating problems.  
 
3. Kotowaza (Ko-Toe-WA- za) is a Japanese word for wise/wisdom. Each 
Feeling Lesson has a Kotowaza saying to guide positive behaviour. The 
Kotowazas and the other communication vocabulary are an effective way to 
coach your child’s social and emotional growth.  
In Inspire each week, the SRCs will share with families our school focus 
as well as a Kimochi Family Challenge. Our aim with this is for families to 
stay up to date with some of the social emotional learning we are doing at 
school and provide families with the knowledge and vocabulary to learn 
alongside their child/ren.

SRC and Miss McMahon

Church News
MINISTRIES @ ST PAUL 
Sadly due to Lock down there are no Sunday worship services, Youth 
Groups or Playgroups at the Church until the restrictions allow. Pastor 
Matt will be providing a video resource on Saturday afternoon for weekend 
worship which you will find at http://www.stpaul-church.org.au/sermons.
html

Our office will be unattended but if you need pastoral support feel free to 
contact us by email at office@stpaul-church.org.au or leave a brief message 
on 8262 4690. 
 
PASTY BAKE

Sadly the Pasty Bake for this week is now cancelled due to the Lockdown. 
We hope that we are able to resume baking for our NEXT BAKE : August 
5th.

GROWING FAITH AT HOME - MEMORY VERSE
The Lord is my Shepherd, he gives me everything I need Psalm 23:1

Psalm 23 is of great comfort to many people who walk the Christian 
faith and as such we encourage you to read it and remember Jesus our 
Shepherd during these challenging times. If you are not familiar with the 
Psalm you can find the words for it here 

Or a children’s adaptation at https://vimeo.com/450535821


